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PROMPT #3: Every year, one person is sent
to the moon. This year, though you hid in

terror, it is your turn to enter the rocket.

In the Embrace of Cosmic Silence

by Emma Haines

ach year, as tradition dictated, one soul was sent to the moon, a perilous journey that held
Ethe world in a grip of silent, ominous anticipation. This year, the name drawn was mine,
and as I stood at the desolate launch site, I couldn’t escape the weight of the choice I had made.
The sleek, silver rocket towered ominously above me, a symbol of humanity’s unwavering
audacity.

The countdown began, the numbers echoing through the tense atmosphere. Ten...
nine... eight... Each second was a relentless march towards my solitude, a solitude that seemed
to grow darker with every passing moment. Doubt clawed at the edges of my courage, but
there was no turning back. I had been chosen, and the world was entrusting me to confront the
isolation that awaited.

Breathe...Breathe...

The rocket roared to life, a beast of fire and power, propelling me into the abyss of the
cosmos. G-forces pressed me into my seat, my heart a relentless hammer against my ribs. The
world outside dissolved into a chaotic blur, and I watched the Earth shrink into insignificance.
The feeling of sequestration settled upon me like a suffocating shroud.

The moon, a unhospitable, unforgiving realm, loomed in the distance. As I approached
its lifeless surface, the beauty of space turned into a nightmarish wasteland. The stars, cold
and distant, gleamed with a cruel apathy that accentuated my loneliness. In the endless, empty
void, the insignificance of my existence was a harsh truth that clung to me like a curse. The
lunar landing was a tense, meticulous operation. I guided the lander with grim precision, my
hands unyielding but my thoughts filled with dread. When the lander touched the moon’s



lifeless soil, it was a victory marked by solemnity. I had reached the moon, but I was alone,
secluded millions of miles from the only world I had ever known.

Stepping out of the lander, I set foot on the moon’s surface, and the world that awaited
me was unlike any other. It was a realm of extremes, a cold and unfeeling place. The sky was
a merciless void, the stars glinting like malevolent eyes in the inky abyss. The Earth, hanging
above, was a distant memory of the home I had left behind. The moon’s surface was a place of
despair, an expanse of gray, marred by jagged rocks and scarred with craters. Silence reigned, a
silence that underscored the weight of my isolation. I was alone in the most bleak corner of the
universe.

Yet, in the midst of the emptiness that closed in like a relentless specter, there was a
haunting beauty to the moon. The stark, otherworldly landscape had a surreal allure. The
interplay of sunlight on the lunar surface created a world of stark contrasts, with deep shadows
that made everything seem otherworldly. Our home planet slowly ascended over the moon’s
horizon, as a symbol of the fragility of human existence in the cosmic void. It could have been
any planet but it was ours.

As days turned into weeks, I conducted experiments and collected samples. I marveled
at the lunar sunrise and sunset, the way the landscape transformed under the shifting angles
of light. But the pain of being alone grew heavier with each passing day, the silence of space a
relentless reminder of my solitude. Questions about the purpose of my mission and my place in
the vast, indifferent universe began to haunt me. I felt like a meaningless speck, an insignificant
blip in the grand narrative of the cosmos. The trip forced me to confront the existential abyss
that had always lurked in the corners of my mind. Why were we here? Will we ever know? How
will we know and when does it end? I was not sure, but I also became comfortable with the idea
that we will never know.

One day, as I stared up at the Earth from the moon’s surface, a profound homesickness
gripped me. I longed for the simple pleasures of life on Earth, the laughter of friends, and the
warmth of human connection. The moon was a harsh, unforgiving mistress, and I yearned
for the comforts of home. But as the months turned into years, I found a grim acceptance in
the isolation. I came to appreciate the moon’s stark beauty in a way I never had before. I took
solace in the knowledge that I was experiencing something few would ever endure, that I was a
sentinel of humanity, a solitary watcher in the cosmic abyss.

The isolation remained, a relentless companion, but it was no longer a burden. It was
a testament to my endurance and to the indomitable spirit of mankind. I had confronted the
emptiness of space and the existential abyss it posed, and I had emerged on the other side with
a dark understanding of our place in the universe. My time was almost up and soon It would be



someone else’s. I wonder would they feel the same as me? Will they be excited or frightened?
Will the moon open her mouth up and swallow them whole? Or will she grant the same bliss as
I?

The rocket that would carry me back to Earth awaited on the moon’s surface. I looked
back at the barren landscape, the Earth above, and the stars beyond. I was no longer alone, for
I had become a chapter in the dark story of human exploration, a small but indelible part of
our species’ journey into the abyss. With a sense of solemnity, I entered the rocket. As it roared
to life, I knew that the isolation and questions I once had would never truly leave me, but they
were now a part of the price I had paid to touch the moon. It was a sentiment deeply rooted
in the human experience, a reminder of our innate yearning for connection and the familiar.

I longed the joy of shared laughter, and the warmth of human bonds. The moon’s desolation
only amplified the emotional void that had grown between me and my distant home. I was
ready to go.



